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Is it bare root or potted?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

New fruit trees that come in the spring were gently dug from the soil when they were dormant, then the soil was 
removed from their roots. They are considered a bare root tree. Bare root trees are easier to ship and handle, and they 
have a more natural root system which help them establish more readily without the need for breaking up the root 
ball, as you would for a rooted out, potted fruit tree. We receive bare root trees in the late winter, and pot them up.  We 
pot them up to help retain moisture on the roots, and so they have meduim to root out in throughout the growing 
season.

Buying fruit trees in the spring:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-The tree has not started to actively grow yet, so it will still feel loose in the pot. Don’t be concerned, it is still healthy.
-If it is being planted in the spring, plant as you would a bare root tree.
-Try to get the tree planted before it starts to push out blooms.
-If not planted in spring, the tree can be retained in the pot and planted out later, preferabley in fall or winter.
  -The growing medium in the pot dries out very quickly, so the moisture in the pot must be monitered  
   regularly, and the tree must be watered accordingly (Often up to 3 times a day in the summer). 

How to plant a bare root fruit tree:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
-Dig a tapered hole double the width of the root mass 
and shallow enough so the trunk �are is above the soil 
line. 
-Make a mound of the native soil in the center and 
spread the roots of the tree around it. 
-Back �ll with native soil.
-After the tree is planted, mulch the tree in a doughnut 
fashion, making sure not to pile up mulch near the 
base of the tree.
- A basin can be created just inside the mulch to help 
retain water.

*If the soil is poor and clay-like, organic matter, such as 
peat moss or a compost that is not too hot can be 
added to the hole. 
*Fertilizer is not reccomended upon planting, as it can 
be too hot and deter root growth. If the soil is very 
poor and you want to add some nutirents, you can add 
a slow release fetilzer, compost tea, and/or mycorrrhizal 
fungi.
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